
“Living in the Hope of a Cross-centered Life” 

Resurrection Sunday (March 31, 2013); Key text: Rom 8:31-34 

 

Objective: “If Christ is in you, God is for you!”  

Our theme this weekend is cross-centered lives. What are we talking about 

with this idea of cross-centered living? It means that everything in life is 

shaped and transformed by the massive hope of how the cross changed our 

relationship with God from enemies to friends.  

Celebrating what Christ has done through His Cross 

What did the cross accomplish for us?  

1. The cross fulfilled the law’s demands (Rom. 3:23; 6:23) 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…The wages of sin 

is death”—Christ fulfilled that demand so that Paul could go on to 

say—“but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.” (Romans 3:23; 6:23) 

2. The cross cancelled sin’s penalty (Col. 2:13-14). 

Col 2:13-14: “He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven 

us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt 

consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has 

taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.” 

3. The cross liberated me from sin’s bondage (1 Peter 2:24). 

 

I Peter 2:24: “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds 

you were healed.” 

 

Because of Christ’s death, Rom. 8:12 says that we are no longer 

obligated to live according to our sinful flesh.  

 

 

 

 

4. The cross lifted the curse (Gal. 3:13) 

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a 

curse for us-- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree " (Gal. 3:13) 

 

5. The cross replaced God’s wrath with favor (1 John 4:10; Rom. 5:9)  

 
“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 

His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) 

 

Propitiation—“A sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end and in 

so doing changes God’s wrath toward us into favor.”
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Romans 5:9: “Having been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 

from the wrath of God through Him.”  

 

6. The cross relinquished Satan’s hold on me (1 John 5:19; Gal. 1:4; 

Col. 1:13). 

1 John 5:19 says, “The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 

But Gal. 1:4 says that Jesus “gave Himself for our sins, that He might 

deliver us out of this present evil age.” How? By the liberating power 

of the cross to rescue us from the domain of darkness, and transfer 

us to the kingdom of His beloved Son (Col. 1:13).  

Because of the cross, Satan no longer has a legitimate right to me! 

7.  The cross set me free from the world (Gal. 6:14). 

Through the cross, my loyalty to the world and its ways is rendered 

null and void. 

Gal. 6:14: “…May it never be that I should boast, except in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified 

to me, and I to the world. 
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8. The cross released God’s love to me in mercy and forgiveness 

(Rom. 5:8; Col. 2:13). 

Rom. 5:8: “God demonstrates His own love toward us in that while 

we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” And the result of God’s love 

through the cross is that He has “forgiven us all our transgressions” 

(Col. 2:13).  

9. The cross purchased for me the wardrobe of Christ’s 

righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; Gal. 3:27; Rom. 13:14). 

2 Cor. 5:21: “God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  

 

That is, God treated Christ as though He had committed all of our 

sins so that through His death-payment for sin, He could treat us as 

through we had lived His perfect life.  

 

In other words, God credited the righteousness of Christ to our 

account when we put our trust in His sacrifice. (imputed) 

 

This is why Paul said, “I want to be found in Christ, not having a 

righteousness of my own from obeying the law; Rather I want the 

righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.”        

(Phil. 3:9).  

 

Elsewhere Paul described believers as “clothed in Christ” and urged 

us to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 13:14). 

Through the life and death of Jesus, we have access to His righteous 

covering.  

10. The cross reconciled me to God (Col. 1:20, 22). 

Colossians 1 tells us that Christ reconciled us to God through the 

blood of His cross so that we could come into God’s presence holy 

and blameless. Through Jesus I am at peace with God.  

 

11. The cross makes me a joint heir of eternal life with Christ       

(Titus 3:7). 

Titus 3:7: “…being justified by His grace we [are] heirs according to 

the hope of eternal life.” 

As we sang earlier this morning, “Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!” 

12. The cross saved me by the power of God (I Cor. 1:18; Rom. 1:16). 

I Cor. 1:18: “For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing 

foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

It’s no wonder Paul could say, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 

the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” (Rom. 1:16).  

But What about the Resurrection?  

 The resurrection is God’s “Amen” to the cross! 

Rom. 4:25: “He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, 

and was raised because of our justification.”  (Mac p. 268, 508) 

 

Justification—is God declaring us righteous in His sight on the 

basis of our faith in Christ whose death paid for our sins and whose 

righteousness was accredited to our account.  

 

By faith we become one with Christ so that His cross pays for our sin 

and His righteousness becomes ours.  

 

So when Romans 4:25 says that Christ was raised for our 

justification, it means the resurrection is the verifying proof that God 

is fully satisfied with the death of Jesus to remove all our guilt and 

condemnation.
2
 In other words, the resurrection was God’s way of 

saying that His wrath on Christ for our sin was spent and now has 

been replaced with His favor once again. That means that everyone 

who is joined to Jesus by faith also receives God’s favor instead of 
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His wrath for sin.
3
 The cross says no to condemnation; the 

resurrection says yes to God’s favor.  

The cross is the payment; the resurrection is the proof of purchase.  

The resurrection is the seal of final payment on our debt. 

The resurrection is the judge’s gavel for the acquitted. 

What I want you to see is that when you believe in Jesus, His death and 

resurrection completely change the way God relates to you.  

Romans 8 

The song of a cross-purchased life is Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” We can stand before 

God with no condemnation—no frown, no scowl, no fear of rejection. Better 

yet, God’s affection and favor is ultimately sustained not by our personal 

performance, but by Jesus Himself who protects and guarantees our standing 

before the Father as He takes His stand to defend us against any accusation 

of condemnation that comes our way.  

Paul goes on in Romans 8:31-39 to ask and answer four questions that 

establish the fact that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

1. “If God is for us, who is against us?” (vs. 31). 

 

You’ve got a list:  

 People: family member, co-worker, neighbor, etc.  

 The world  

 Well-intentioned (or not-so-well-intentioned) believers 

 The Devil 

 Myself (flesh) 

Yet these are all of little significance if God is for us.  

 

Answer: [vs. 32]  
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The point is this: If God did not withhold His most precious Son, but 

sacrificed Him on our behalf, will He really withhold lesser things 

that we need for life? God’s love/care for us trumps all other voices.  

 If Christ is in you, God is for you! 

 

2. “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?” (vs. 33) 

 

We know from Rev. 12:10 that Satan, the accuser of the brethren, 

accuses us before God day and night. Yet his accusations are but 

vain attempts because verse 33 goes on to say that “God is the one 

who justifies.” No charge can be sustained against us because God 

Himself raised Jesus from the dead verifying that His payment for 

our sin was sufficient. God is the One who justifies and there is no 

higher judge to which the accuser may appeal.   

 

3. “Who is the one who condemns?” (vs. 34)  

 

Answer: [34b] In other words, Jesus died bearing my condemnation 

and was raised, proving that my condemnation was completely 

eliminated.  

 

So when the accuser comes to breathe condemnation against us, 

Jesus, the very One who took our condemnation upon Himself, 

comes to our defense and says, “No! My death bore the weight of his 

condemnation; My resurrection defeated his condemnation; he is 

clothed in My perfect righteousness before God.  

 

Any thoughts of condemnation must be put through the death 

chamber of the cross. If you are in Christ, any thoughts of 

condemnation are illegitimate lies.  

 

4. “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?” (vs. 35) 

 

Answer: Paul’s exhaustive list in vs. 35-39 can only be summarized 

in one way: nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus (vs. 39). 

 



If Christ is in you, God is for you! 

� When Jesus died, He took every ounce of your condemnation to the 

death.  

� When Jesus was raised, God verified that the payment was full and 

final—His wrath ended and His favor restored to His Son. 

� When you put your faith in Jesus Christ, your sin is fully paid for and 

God’s favor in His risen Son is bestowed upon you.  

 

This means God can no longer look upon you with condemnation, but only 

with love and favor when you trust in His Son. Even when He must 

discipline you for your stubborn sin, it is a discipline of love.  

 

Here’s my burden:  
 

A. Some of you here have never surrendered your life to Jesus Christ. 

You’ve not transferred your trust to Jesus’ sacrifice to reconcile you 

to God. And should you die today, you would spend eternity in the 

hell of God’s condemnation on your sin.  

 

I plead with you to turn from your sinful independence and take hold 

of Jesus. Let Him take your condemnation and give you God’s favor.  

 

B. Others here believe in Jesus. You believe in all that I have said from 

the Bible, yet you are not living each day in the fullness of what 

Christ has done for you. You are living as though you are not yet free 

from condemnation. 

 

You’ve got to set these gospel truths before yourself every day.  

You may say, “Ty I believe Christ has paid for my sin but I just 

don’t feel like God is happy with me.” Well, what you feel doesn’t 

change what the Bible says is true. You need to saturate yourself 

with the truths of the gospel until it takes command of your soul.  

 

D Martyn Lloyd Jones: “Have you noticed that most of your 

unhappiness in life is due to the fact that you are listening to yourself 

instead of talking to yourself?...You must…remind yourself of God, 

who God is, what God has done,…and what God has pledged 

Himself to do.”
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In other words, you need to begin leading your heart with truth 

rather than just “following your heart” based on your emotions.  

 

The Gospel Primer: “There is simply no other way to compete with 

the forebodings of my conscience, the condemnings of my heart, and 

the lies of the world and the Devil, than to overwhelm such things 

with daily rehearsings of the gospel.”
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Clarify: Preaching the gospel to yourself every day doesn’t mean 

“getting saved” everyday. 

 Gospel is not just means of salvation 

Gospel is means of God relating to me through the cross-

work of Jesus 

 

Training your heart and soul with the gospel should result in: 

� Hope 

� Joy 

� Compassion 

� Patience 

� Thanksgiving 

� Purposeful kingdom living 

� Worship 

� Freedom from the urge to control my life and circumstances 

replaced with trust in God’s sovereign and gracious work 

� Holiness—living as though sin no longer controls me 

� Rest—believing that what I do is not of ultimate significance 

but what Christ has done for me.  

 

Living in the fullness of the gospel can transform our relationships. If I 

believe that God relates to me on the basis of my performance or guilt or 

condemnation, that is the lens through which I will view and relate to other 
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people. But if I am increasingly convinced from the Scriptures that God 

relates to me on the basis of love and grace, that is how I will relate to other 

people.  

 

A. What if our marriages were to reflect the gospel of God’s grace?  

a. Appreciation would replace disapproval. 

b. We would extend grace to each other on the basis of the 

cross rather than on the basis of each other’s performance.  

 

B. What if our parenting were to reflect gospel of God’s grace?  

a. Our children would expect the smile of love and affection as 

the norm rather than the frown of disapproval. 

b. Our discipline would be governed by love and the need to 

win their hearts with the gospel rather than being governed 

by our anger for their behavior. 

 

We must bathe ourselves in the gospel every day: (4 sentences) 

� God is most glorious and deserving of my worship, heart, and life.  

� My sin had utterly destroyed my relationship with God. I deserve 

nothing good from God. I only deserve hell apart from Christ.  

� But Jesus, the Son of God, lived a perfect life and sacrificed His life 

as a payment for my sin and rose from the grave victorious over my 

guilt and condemnation. 

� Now by faith in Christ, my sin is completely forgiven, and God’s 

favor is restored for all eternity.  

 

If Christ is in you, God is for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preaching the Gospel to Ourselves in 7 Minutes
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A GOSPEL NARRATIVE 
Milton Vincent, The Gospel Primer for Christians 

 

 

The Glory of God 
 

My God is immense beyond imagination. He measured the entire universe 

with merely the span of His hand. (Isaiah 40:12)  

 

He is unimaginably awesome in all of His perfections, absolutely righteous, 

holy, and just in all of His ways. (Deut. 32:3-4)  

 

He has also been unbelievably good and merciful to me as the Creator and 

Sustainer of my life. 

 

Every breath, every heartbeat, every function of every organ in my body is a 

gift from Him.  

 

Every legitimate pleasure I experience is a gift from His loving hand to me. 

(1 Tim. 6:17; Acts 14:17)  

 

All that I am and all that I have I owe to Him and to His goodness.        

(James 1:17)  

 

My life in every way is, and will continue to be, utterly dependent upon Him 

in whom I live and move and have my being. (Acts 17:28)  

 

This wonderful God is the most supremely worthy Object of admiration, 

honor, and delight in all of the universe. (Ps. 96; Rev. 4:11; Ps. 16:11)  

 

And He has created me with the intention that I might glorify Him by finding 

my soul’s delight in Him and by living in joyful obedience to Him in all of 

my ways. (Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 10:31; Ps. 37:4; Deut. 5) 
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My Sin Against God 
 

Yet I could not have failed this great God more miserably than I have.    

(Rom. 1; Rom. 3:23)  

 

Instead of giving thanks to Him and humbly submitting to His rule over my 

life, I have rebelled against Him and have actually sought to exalt myself 

above Him.  

Going my own way and living according to my own wisdom, I have broken 

countless times either the letter or the spirit of every one of God’s Ten 

Commandments. (Ex. 20; Col. 3:5; Matt. 5; 1 John 3:15)  

 

Thinking myself to be wise, I have shown myself to be a fool; and because of 

my arrogance, God has every right to damn me to the everlasting experience 

of His terrifying wrath in the Lake of Fire. (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 21:8; Eph. 2:3)  

 

So as for myself, apart from Christ I am bound by the guilt of my sins and 

also bound by the power of sin, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures. 

(Titus 3:3; Eph. 2:3)  

 

Apart from Christ, I am also utterly deserving of and destined for eternal 

punishment in the Lake of Fire, completely unable to save myself or even to 

make one iota of a contribution to my own salvation. (Rom. 5:6)  

 

 

God’s Work on My Behalf 
 

However, what I could not do, God did – and in doing it, He did it all, 

sending His own Son into the world to die on the cross for my sins, thereby 

showing me unfathomable love. (Rom. 5:6; Rom. 8:3; 1 Pet. 3:18; Rom. 5:7-8)  

 

God loved me so much that He was willing to suffer the loss of His Son, and 

even more amazingly, He was willing to allow His Son to suffer the loss of 

Him at the cross. (John 3:16; Rom. 8:32; Mark 15:34)  

 

Jesus loved me so much that He was willing to lay down His life for me. No 

one could ever love me more or better than Jesus. (John 15)  

 

On the third day after Jesus’ death, God raised Him from the dead, thereby 

announcing that His death was completely sufficient to atone for every sin 

that I have or will commit throughout my lifetime. (1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 13)  

 

God then exalted Christ to His own right hand, where Christ now reigns from 

on high, granting salvation and forgiveness to all who call on Him by faith. 

(Eph. 1; Acts 5:31; Rom. 10; Acts 16:31)  

 

My Salvation 
 

Now when my time came and I placed my faith in Jesus, God instantly 

granted me a great salvation.  

He forgave me of all my sins, past, present, and future. (Col. 2:13;              

Ps. 103:12)  

 

He made me His child, adopting me into His family. (Eph. 1:5; John 1:12)  

 

He gave me the gift of the Holy Spirit, who gives me God’s power, who 

pours out God’s love within my heart, and who tenderly communicates to my 

spirit that I am a child of God and an heir of eternal glory in heaven.        

(Acts 1:8; Eph. 3:16; Eph. 1; Rom 5:5; Rom. 8) 

 

In saving me, God also freed me from slavery to any and all sins. (Rom. 6)  

 

I no longer have to sin again, for sin’s mastery over me has been broken! 

 

In saving me, God also justified me, and being justified through Christ, I 

have a peace with God that will endure forever. (Rom. 5:1) 

 

In justifying me, God declared me innocent of my sins and pronounced me 

righteous with the very righteousness of Jesus. (Rom. 5:18) 

 

God also allowed His future and present wrath against me to be completely 

propitiated by Jesus, who bore it upon Himself while on the cross.                

(1 John 2:2)  

 

Consequently, God now has only love, compassion, and deepest affection for 

me, and this love is without any admixture of wrath whatsoever.  

 

God always looks upon me and treats me with gracious favor, always 

working all things together for my ultimate and eternal good. (Rom 8:28)  

 

God’s grace abounds to me even through trails. 

 

Because I am a justified one, He subjugates every trial and forces it to do 

good unto me. (Rom. 5)  



When I sin, God’s grace abounds to me all the more as He graciously 

maintains my justified status. (Rom. 5)  

 

When I sin, God feels no wrath in His heart against me. (1 Thess. 5;              

1 John 2:2)  

 

His heart is filled with nothing but love for me, and He longs for me to repent 

and confess my sins to Him, so that He might show me the gracious and 

forgiving love that has been in His heart all along. (1 John 1:9)  

 

God does not require my confession before He desires to forgive me. 

 

In His heart He already has forgiven me; and when I come to Him to confess 

my sins to Him, He runs to me (as it were) and is repeatedly embracing and 

kissing me even before I get the words of my confession out of my mouth! 

(Luke 15) 

 

God does see my sins, and He is grieved by my sins. His grief comes partly 

from the fact that in my moments of sin, I am not receiving the fullness of 

His love for me. (Eph. 4:30)  

 

He even sends chastisement into my life; but He does so because He is for 

me, and He loves me; and He disciplines me for my ultimate good. (Heb. 12; 

Rom. 8:331; Heb. 12:6)  

 

I don’t deserve any of this, even on my best day; but this is my salvation, and 

herein I stand. Thank You, Jesus! (1 Pet. 5:12; 1 Cor. 16:13; Col. 1:23)  
 


